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Dr. Charles  
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

September 18, 2015 
 

Author Edward Coon Returns Home to Reclaim Roots and 
Inspire Students 
 
LIBERTY: On Sept 11th the students of the Rubin Pollack Education Center at Sullivan County 

BOCES had the privilege of meeting author and Sullivan BOCES alumni Edward Coon.  
 
Edward Coon is passionate about inspiring others with his words and knowledge. For more than 20 
years, he has given help to others and continues to do so in his everyday life.  Mr. Coon felt that 
coming back to where it all started would give him the opportunity to possibly change the lives of 
students the way his life was changed when he was enrolled at BOCES.    
 
The session started with Mr. Coon paying tribute to his mentor as he talked about how things turned 
around for him.  The turning point in Coon’s life was when he opened himself up to the comments and 
recommendations of his BOCES teacher Robert White.  One of Coon’s dreams was to have the 
opportunity to thank Mr. White for changing his life.  Twenty-eight years later, at this presentation, 
Edward Coon was able to fulfill that dream.  Retired teacher, Robert White and his wife Rosemarie 
were in attendance.  “This young man has touched my heart for many years, but I never knew that I 
did anything to impact his life the way that he said I did,” said White.  As part of the tribute, Coon gave 
his mentor a signed copy of his latest book “ECLIPSED: destination unknown”.  “Being here today is 
such an honor. I never anticipated the joy that being here today has brought me. It will last for the rest 
of my life,” added White.   Also in attendance was the Mayor of the Town of Mamakating, Michelena 
Maher and her guest. 
 
The students were mesmerized as Mr. Coon spoke about his life and experiences at Sullivan 
BOCES.  He spoke about how he was no different than they were and how he transformed from 
being a young troublemaker to a person who continually works to give back to others by going above 
and beyond.  The student’s interests peaked as he spoke about being in a band, driving a race car, 
working with the government and riding bulls.  Throughout his message, Coon stressed the 
importance of making “good” choices.  “By making good choices, each and every one of you can 
accomplish anything in life and fulfill your dreams,” stated Coon. 
 
Coon also spoke about how he started writing to help students cope with the loss of friends and 
family at one of his schools, Edward Coon wrote a 12-page pamphlet titled “Lost Love.” “Lost Love” 
told a true and powerful story of a young girl’s life, including an inspirational message to help students 
cope with their loss. A few years later, Coon received an anonymous call from a man in Branson, 
Missouri, whose family benefited from the message within “Lost Love.” The man encouraged Coon to 
tell the whole story of “Lost Love” in book form. 
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Today, Coon’s new book “ECLIPSED: destination unknown” (published by WestBow Press) expands 
upon the story of “Love Lost.” The true story within “ECLIPSED: destination unknown” centers on two 
15-year-olds from upstate New York whose lives become filled with a journey, romance, friendship, 
forgiveness, trust, dreams, devastation and faith.  
 
This true story starts off in the small town of Liberty, New York, located in the Catskill Mountains. In 
the nearby town of Wurtsboro, Jimmy has lived a rough life so far and thinks he can handle anything 
life may throw at him in the future. Little does he know the world he thought he knew is about to be 
turned upside down by a hazel-eyed girl who will open his heart and mind, showing him a world he 
never knew existed. 
 
In a world where most dreams stay dreams, these two adolescents are about to find out how it’s 
possible to turn dreams into reality and what it means to go above and beyond for someone else. 
 
“This story will take the reader into a world through the eyes of innocence and help them to remember 
the things in their own life that are and were important to the reader as a youth,” Coon says. “My main 
goal is to open the eyes of those who have walked through this life blindly and to help them see by 
giving them the faith and courage to take a chance and truly live and love as they were meant to.” 
 
The message of “ECLIPSED: destination unknown” is clear: Whether in times of accomplishment or 
devastation, a ray of hope can always outshine the darkness that surrounds our daily lives. 
 
 
Edward Coon’s Next Scheduled Presentation: 

The Mayor of the Town of Mamakating, Michelena Maher, requested Mr. Coon to speak in his 
hometown of Wurtsboro on Wednesday, September 23rd at the Mamakating Town Hall.  The session 
is closed to the public, but Mr. Coon will be available for questions or comments after the session 
around 3:00pm. 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
About the Author  
Edward Coon is passionate about inspiring others with his words and knowledge. Originally from New 
York, today he lives in Fort Collins, Colorado. For more than 20 years, he has given help to others 
and continues to do so in his everyday life. “ECLIPSED: destination unknown” is his fourth published 
book, succeeding his previous works. Readers can learn more about Coon’s newest book by visiting 
http://jnewhall70.wix.com/eclipsed. 
 
“ECLIPSED: destination unknown” 
 By Edward Coon 
 Softcover | 6 x 9 in | 362 pages | ISBN 9781490852089 
 Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble 
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